BY
T. HARRISON BUTLER BIRMINGHAM SOME ophthalmologists think that the optic neuritis and atrophy seen in syphilitic patients who have been treated by injections of organic arsenic preparations, the neuro-recidiv of the Germans, may at any rate occasionally, be due to direct toxic action of the drug upon the nerve. It is recognised that the penta-valent preparations are more liable to cause atrophy than the tri-valent. Most of us have seen tragic examples of complete amaurosis caused by atoxyl and soamin, but the general opinion is that N.A.B. and similar drugs are harmless in this respect. Tryparsamide, a penta-valent product, if used in small doses, and with reasonable precautions, is also considered to be safe.
I have had under my care twins suffering from congenital syphilis, one of whom was treated with arsenic, the other had no treatment at all. Whereas both children must have had a similar type and degree of syphilitic infection, and both must be held to have a similar nature, we have a very accurate control: the virulence of the infection is the same, the resisting power of the host is the same.
The mother of the twins, both girls, came to the Coventry Hospital soon after the birth of her children. She was found to have bilateral optic neuritis. This was at first held to be associated with her pregnancy, but the Wassermann reaction was strongly positive, and she was eventually found to be suffering from optic tabes. Her , 1928, complaining that the vision of the left eye had been failing for a year, and that the eye was now almost blind. Examination of the left eye showed dilated conjunctival vessels, a slightly steamy cornea, pupil 4 mm., regular and inactive, tension (Schiotz) 70 mm. Hg, and vision reduced to seeing hand movements at 1 foot distance on the temporal side only. Transillumination was normal. In the right-eye the optic disc was flat and of good colour, the retinal arteries were a little sclerosed, tension was 25 mm. Hg, and vision 6/6 easily with correction for a low hypermetropic astigmatism.
As regards the subsequent history of the right eye, it need only be mentioned that by the use of eserine drops, increased gradually in strength and frequency, the tension has been kept at 20 mm. Hg, with 6/6 vision, and normal visual field. 
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